Paul Steenkamp believes that to
be worthy African ancestors, we
can't afford to keep "doing the
wrong thing righter'' (as
described by the distinguished
systems theorist, Russ Ackoff).
There's a growing movement of people and
South African organisations innovating
differently - by considering human needs and
human relationships, and the ethical response
to our stewardship of the environment and
economy.
To Paul, this different approach to innovating
is beautiful, and he is proud to add his name
to it.

In 2016, he founded a radical problem-solving consultancy that helps modern leaders deliver
inclusive & sustainable growth - while running their core organisation more effectively. He is
honoured to serve Woolworths, UNICEF and the Coca-Cola Company, amongst other leading
brands. Before this, he led the innovation programme at Standard Bank. Here his team
incubated the internal startups: SnapScan (a mobile payments app), Shyft (a forex app), Edge (a
bank for entrepreneurs and their accountants) and Feenix (a crowdsourcing platform for
deserving students) - amongst many others which failed! He also ran the FNB Innovators
programme when FNB was named Most Innovative Bank in the World and the Most Innovative
Bank in South Africa (five years in a row).
At the innovation ecosystem-level, Paul is serving South Africa’s Parliament for a second term
on the National Advisory Council on Innovation (NACI). In 2017 he co-founded the Creative
Leadership Collective - a peer advisory group of South African innovators from across the
Private, Government and Not-for-Profits sectors.
For those of you impressed by pieces of paper, he holds an Executive MBA from Henley
Business School and Honours in Organisational Psychology from Rhodes University. More
recently he was lucky enough to attend the SingularityU South Africa Executive Programme,
and the Hasso Plattner Institute of Design Thinking - Fast-Forward programme.
Paul likes contributing to economic transformation, inclusive growth, and increased
competitiveness. He loves being South African, living and working in Africa, during these times
of exponential growth and opportunity. He wishes to improve and scale the work his company
does. And finally, he wonders why he lives in Stellenbosch but can barely speak Afrikaans or ride
a mountain bike.
If you are a modern leader looking to build a different world through innovation, Paul
would love to connect with you via paulsteenkamp.com.
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